Victory Heights Community Council Meeting Minutes
December 20, 2016
Meeting called to order at 7:01 PM by President Ann Forrest. Thirteen people attending plus guests.
A condolence card was passed around to sign for William Combs, long-time Victory Heights resident who
just lost his wife of 48 years recently. They were a frequent sight with William pushing his wife’s
wheelchair around the neighborhood. We met him during caroling on December 18th when we stopped
at his house.
If enough people volunteer, a blood mobile will come to Victory Heights tentatively on Saturday, January
28th. Sign up now at: VictoryHeights.Seattle@gmail.com
The guest speakers this month were Mary Amberg, the Crime Prevention Coordinator for the North
Precinct, and Officer Bryan Kennedy, who works on the Community Police Team in our area. They talked
about what can be done to reduce crime. The usual tips: lock your windows and doors, don’t leave
valuables in the car, keep lights on outside your house, etc. The city’s Find It, Fix It app allows people to
report illegal dumping, potholes, trees in power lines, and homeless encampments among other things.
Call 911 whenever you see something suspicious. The police want to know where things are going on,
we are their eyes and ears. All this data is collected and analyzed, so the more calls about a problem, the
more it will get attention. Though it won’t deter theft, right now, go around your house and record all
the serial numbers of computers, TVs, phones, and bicycles (turn them upside down—it’s under the
pedals). That way, if there are ever stolen, you can provide the police with the numbers and you at least
have a chance of getting it back if it’s recovered (it happens—at work I saw a detective return a laptop
to a fellow employee that had been stolen a year earlier). Mary is willing to come out and do security
inspections of your house and point out places where burglars might take advantage of windows,
shrubs, locks. You are already paying her salary with your taxes, so why not get some free advice? You
can register your cellphone with https://www.smart911.com/ so if you call 911, the dispatcher will know
your home address and name, which might make the difference in a life-or-death situation.
The Victory Heights Survey is still going on until December 31st:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CJJZJR7
The next meeting is Tuesday, January 17th. Sabrina Balieu, city councilwoman Debora Juarez’s right
hand, will be the guest speaker and will talk about what’s going on in District 5.
Meeting adjourned at 7:52 PM.
Submitted by Ryan Johnson
Secretary, Victory Heights Community Council

