
Victory Heights Community Council Meeting Minutes 

February 17, 2015 

Meeting called to order by President Ardith Lupton at 7:03 PM. Twenty-three people present.  

We need a volunteer to run the Neighborhood Night Out on August 4th.  Ardith says she will help but we 

need a coordinator. 

Also, Ardith is still looking for someone to assume the presidency of the Community Council as her term 

has expired.  

Brad Cummings reported on the February North District Council meeting. Speakers from the Seattle 

Department of Transportation talked about the Lake City Corridor traffic project. Groups are hoping that 

Sound Transit will extend a deadline to obtain funding for a proposed pedestrian bridge across I-5 at the 

new Link Light Rail station at Northgate. And some in Lake City would like a Light Rail station at NE 130th 

Street as well at NE 145th. The Lake City Farmer’s Market begins again this year Thursdays starting on 

June 11th. 

Sharon Haggerty updated us on the neighborhood emergency preparedness project. In addition to the 

ongoing search for block captain and getting the word out to people, one goal is to submit a grant 

application in order to purchase first aid supplies that could be stored and used by the community. At 

least two people who have houses adjacent to the park (our neighborhood meeting area) have 

volunteered to help store these. And it might be good idea to have a SNAP representative come speak to 

the Community Council again sometime this year. 

The so-called drug house on NE 105th Street was a large topic of discussion, with many nearby residents 

who have been directly affected in attendance at the meeting. What began as too many vehicles being 

parked in the yard last autumn mushroomed into a drug trade culminating in an appearance by the 

SWAT team a few weeks ago, which raided the house and arrested six people. But the owner has still 

not evicted some of the people causing the problems, hence the discussion tonight on what has been 

done so far and what might be done in the future. After a spate of 911 calls about break-ins and other 

suspicious activity last year, neighbors turned to the city’s Planning & Development department which 

enforces building codes about excessive vehicles on a property (in this case, 13!) and too many 

unrelated tenants living in a house. This helped a bit but that department can’t act on actual criminal 

activity, just code violations. Neighbors also collected evidence via surveillance cameras which was 

turned over to police. But action did not really commence until a call to the city attorney’s office which 

got an immediate response as well as starting the police investigation that culminated in the SWAT raid. 

While many of the worst offenders have moved on, a few stragglers remain whom the owner seems 

unwilling or unable to evict. Interventions by the Elder Abuse unit have not been entirely successful so 

far with working with the owner. Only the owner can evict, although if the city has to conduct a second 

raid, they have the option of abatement, in this case removing everyone, and sealing up the house for 

up to a year, not really in anyone’s interest. Victor Hernandez would like to work with the owner to 

provide an “economic” solution, i.e. getting him to sell, but there is no certainty that approach might 



work with the owner if he is unwilling to sell. Another “out of the box” idea was to approach people with 

the owner’s church, apparently he got involved with these people via his church, and perhaps the 

church might help persuade him to do what needs to be done. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:14 PM. 

Submitted by Ryan Johnson, 

Secretary, Victory Heights Community Council 


