
Victory Heights Community Council Minutes 

June 18, 2013 Meeting 

Meeting called to order at 7:06 by President Ardith Lupton. 

Introductions by everyone attending (18 people, including several new faces who “saw the signs.”) 

Sharon Haggerty and Susan Causin did an update on the efforts of the Emergency Preparedness 

Committee. Sharon presented the inaccurate and soon-to-be-revised map of the neighborhood with the 

various blocks marked that had a “Zone Captain” for that area. They are still looking for Captains for yet-

unassigned blocks, hopefully from residents themselves. A quick summary of the committee’s plan was 

made: to organize Captains, distribute city-made fliers to houses in each zone and make contact with 

residents, and then be ready to gather and distribute information to our central meeting place (the 

park) in case of a catastrophic emergency. On July 15th at 7 PM there will be a meeting at Susan’s house 

with a representative of the city’s Office of Emergency Management who will explain about what the 

SNAP program is all about and doing outreach to neighbors. The Captains (and anyone else who is 

interested) should attend.  

Brad Cummings is still in the process of moving the Council’s bank account from Bank of America to 

BECU to avoid paying bank fees.  BECU threw up some last-minute requirements to start the account, 

but Ardith produced a form that the officers of the Community Council were able to sign stating that 

Brad and Ardith are authorized to access the account. 

Ardith thanked people for coming to the neighborhood clean-up on May 25th. A number of signs were 

repainted to cover graffiti and a bunch of trash was picked up. 

Kate Waterous gave her presentation about the Neighborhood Night Out which will be on August 6th on 

NE 106th Street on the west side of the park. The neighbors have been informed (thanks to Teacher 

Monica) and we have permission to close the street. This will be a neighborhood-wide event, with a pot 

luck starting at 6 PM. Kate is looking into getting a SPARK grant from the city to pay for an ice cream 

dessert afterwards. Participants should bring food for the pot luck, tables and chairs. 

Brad summarized the last North District Council meeting on June 5th. The Lake City Farmers market 

starts up again on June 20th and runs each Thursday through the summer. Sound Transit and SDOT made 

a presentation about Link Light Rail. There are plans for a lot of transit-oriented development near 

Northgate on the site of the current park-and-ride including perhaps a 24 story building. Funding has 

been secured (or rather, promised) by King County and the city for the long-proposed foot & bike path 

across the freeway from North Seattle Community College to the new station. However, it must have a 

finished design by 2015 or risk losing the funds to another project. We were told by a representative of 

the Thornton Creek Alliance that it was a large grass-roots campaign that made the footbridge a priority 

in the first place and we were encouraged to keep the pressure on and make our voices heard so it 

doesn’t fall through the cracks. 



Brad updated us on the homeless situation with the camp underneath the 15th Avenue NE bridge. It is 

illegal and the city has made promises to deal with it. First they will do outreach and attempt to 

convince the residents to move to a proper facility. If that doesn’t work, a notice is posted informing 

them the camp will be removed within a few days and the area cleaned out. As of Sunday the 

encampment had been posted. 

The number of recent break-ins was discussed. Ryan Johnson contacted Terrie Johnston with the Seattle 

Police Department with a number of questions about this and here was the response: 

I have read the police reports for the Victory Heights burglaries in Lincoln2 Sector of the North 
Precinct.  With some exceptions, I do not believe the burglaries are related, too many incidents, 
too many different methods of entry, etc.  I will try to answer your other questions: 
1. Is your neighborhood being cased?  Obviously burglars don't go down a block and hit every 
house, they do target specific ideal situations for them.  Is someone home?  Don't really want to 
hit a house if someone is there, they may be bigger, stronger and armed!  Burglars don't want to 
be seen and then identified, so they really are looking for easy targets, a place to slip in and out 
of unnoticed, without a lot of effort. Door to door soliciting can often be a cover for would-be 
thieves, looking to see if someone is home or not. Many victims report only being gone a short 
time when the burglary occurred.  It's possible someone watched the homeowner drive away. 
2.  Any arrests?  Yes a few. 
3. What else can be done other than report suspicious activity?  Remember that burglaries 
increase during the summer.  Some of the burglaries in Pinehurst occurred without any force, 
meaning the burglar entered through an open, unlocked door or window.  SO, that being said, 
use the locks and latches you have to keep your home more secure.  Rethink hideout keys; leave 
with a trusted neighbor or go to a lock box w/combination.  In one of your burglaries the 
hideaway key was missing and it appears the burglar entered through the door without force. 
Get someone to house sit if possible during absences; make your home look occupied day and 
night; get a neighbor to pick up packages and check for mail and papers during the day or when 
you are away on vacation.  Don't advertise your valuables, close blinds to rooms with electronics 
when you leave the house.  Trust gut feelings about unknown people on the block. These are just 
a few suggestions, get on www.seattle.gov/police to find more prevention tips, etc. Tj 

 

Stephanie reported a break-in at her house on NE 105th in February when $25,000 worth of jewelry and 

electronics had been stolen while her sick mother had been alone in the house and unaware of the 

intrusion. The burglars had apparently headed straight for the master bedroom. There was a discussion 

about the use of social media to alert others of either suspicious activity in the neighborhood and report 

crimes (after calling 911 of course). Next Door Neighbor (https://victoryheightswa.nextdoor.com/) has 

been very effective for spreading the word to others in the area.  We are reminded to always answer 

(but not open) the door when anyone knocks on it, to let them know someone is home. And call 911 if 

you think someone suspicious is in the neighborhood. 

Eileen Canola gave a quick update on the traffic circle proposal at 23rd Avenue NE and NE 105th Street. 

It’s still with the city, they are making assessments and will let us know in a few months whether it’s a go 

or not. Eileen applied for and was accepted into the PACE program starting next month, a series of 

classes on how to deal with the city bureaucracy, apply for grants, improve the neighborhood, etc. 

http://www.seattle.gov/police
https://victoryheightswa.nextdoor.com/


Karen Meadows wants to promote Feet First, a pedestrian advocacy group, particularly to beautify (and 

make safe) NE Northgate Way. She’d like to see the blackberries and ivy cut back for starters to keep the 

sidewalks clear enough for two people to be able to walk side by side. She had spoken with city council 

member Richard Conlin who said he would get SDOT on to the blackberry problem. Karen wants to do a 

full presentation to the community council about improving walking routes through the neighborhood 

at the July meeting once she has her website up and running. 

There will be a meeting of the Thornton Creek Alliance on Thursday June 27th at Meadowbrook that will 

feature Dr Jonathan Frodge, who will give a presentation about the recent highly publicized study about 

E.coli pollution in Thornton Creek. 

The next meeting of the community council will be July 16th at the park Pre-School. Vice-President 

Sharon Haggerty will be in charge in lieu of Ardith’s unavailability that month. There is no August council 

meeting, we’ll be having the Night Out on August 6th instead. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 PM. 

Submitted by Ryan K. Johnson, secretary. 

 


