
Minutes of the Victory Heights Community Council Meeting 

October 21, 2014 

Meeting called to order by President Ardith Lupton at 7:03 PM. Eighteen people attending. 

Brad Cummings told us the highlights from last month’s meeting of the North District Council. Speakers 

included the city’s Budget Officer director, the Park Department superintendent, and councilman Nick 

Licata. Much of the discussion focused on the Lake City Community Center. Brad also reported $112 had 

been collected from the Neighborhood Night Out and the money would be deposited into our account. 

Did we make a profit? 

Eileen Canola briefed us on the CleanScapes Award situation. After a change of personnel at 

CleanScapes, the new person in charge of the award decided that none of the proposals that had been 

submitted were suitable for funding. At a meeting held with representatives of all the neighborhood 

groups, CleanScapes instead proposed different suggestions including donating compost bins and 

materials to residents, adding bike racks, a mural or art project, partnering with DePave about turning a 

road into a walkwalk, or defer the money until next year to use as part of a matching grant. The 

Pinehurst committee has already offered their feedback on these suggestions. Ryan Johnson, who 

prepared all the proposals that were submitted on behalf of the Victory Heights Community Council, 

was more than a bit disappointed by this turn of events. His attitude was shared by several others on the 

committee. Brad pointed out this award was a gift in the first place and CleanScapes can do what they 

want. Nevertheless, Eileen was asked to get some clarification from CleanScapes on why exactly all the 

proposals failed to make the grade. Talk of a new poll to see what proposals residents would prefer was 

instead replaced by suggestions for an email poll that will conducted in order to gauge enthusiasm on 

the various ideas.  

Eileen also summarized the meeting of the Lake City Neighborhood Alliance two weeks ago where she is 

our representative. They proposed sending a letter to the Mayor about various budget issues. A public 

meeting on October 23th by the city will be attended by Eileen and five other LCNA representatives who 

will speak about their concerns and priorities. 

Katie Sheehy, a Senior Planner from the city’s Department of Planning, gave us a preview of the 

proposed Draft Lake City urban design framework which focuses on creating an “urban village” in a 

roughly five-block radius around the intersection of NE 125th Street and Lake City Way. She will be 

proposing various zoning, traffic and pedestrian changes that could be done within this area in order to 

improve it to the benefit of everyone. In the next two weeks, several maps will be posted online for the 

public to look and begin a comment period on. By the end of the year a draft proposal will be made, 

revised early next year, finalized in the spring, and finally sent to the city council for budget in the third 

quarter of 2015. Among Katie’s goals include avoiding towers (buildings over 100 feet), no large 

apartment buildings that dominate an entire block (like those up at NE 140th and Lake City Way), multi-

modal transportation, good pedestrian crossings, connecting with parks and trails, and having a broken 

up skyline (buildings of different heights). Obvious there are a lot of players involved, especially existing 



businesses, with the Pierre Properties being a particular X factor at the moment. But make your feelings 

known, the city is listening. 

Sharon Haggerty spoke briefly about emergency preparedness. She’s still looking for block captains in 

certain areas, and hopes to have a meeting of captains in early November. 

The co-op preschool where we hold our meetings is currently having a fundraiser (although the Parks 

Department owns the building, the school is responsible for all interior maintenance and improvements 

including the new floor that was installed this year). To that end, the school is selling three products: 

holiday greenery, coffee, and Cougar Mountain cookie dough. Orders need to be placed by November 

5th, and all items will be delivered to the school on November 21st. Contact Robin Lesh 

(robinlesh@comcast.net) to donate to this worthy cause and get some nice stuff in return. 

A resident received a notice from the postal service saying their car was blocking a neighbor’s mailbox 

and preventing the mail truck from delivering mail. While it is not illegal to park in front of a mailbox, 

common courtesy says otherwise (how would you like it if someone was blocking yours?). Parking is 

plentiful in our neighborhood, be polite. 

Ardith reported getting a note from a neighbor who says someone told them they (the neighbor) had to 

mow their lawn (they thought Ardith or perhaps the community council was behind it). Ardith had to 

plead ignorance. You are not legally required to mow your lawn, regardless of how much it might piss 

off your neighbors. 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 18th and will feature Elizabeth Scott from the North 

Precinct. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:27 PM. 

Submitted by Ryan Johnson, 

Secretary, Victory Heights Community Council 
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