
Victory Heights Community Council Meeting Minutes 

January 19, 2016 

Meeting called to order at 7:03 PM by President Victor Hernandez, 19 people present.  

Based on feedback from the city about proposals to the park, Victor had looked into getting a $100,000 

matching block grant in order to increase access to the creek alongside the park with some sort of 

viewing spot. A number of problems quickly were brought up including the cost of environmental impact 

statements, health and safety, jurisdictions, and home ownership. It was felt this would quickly exceed a 

$100,000 budget, and that’s assuming the North District Council would even approve such a project in 

the first place. Instead, Victor was asked to get back to the city to see what specifically they had in mind 

and what was even possible. 

Judy Olson did a presentation about Adopt A Stream, an organization she volunteers for alongside the 

Thornton Creek Alliance.  Adopt A Stream is in the second of a three year grant from the Washington 

State Department of Ecology for restoration projects that are within 35 feet of Thornton Creek. For 

homeowners who have property (even a corner) within the 35’ range, they are eligible for an free 

assessment (with no repercussions for anything they might discover—they aren’t an enforcement 

agency) and funding for erosion abatement, invasion species control, lawn replacement with native 

plants, and even a rain garden (one is already planned at the end of Elshin Place under the 15th Avenue 

NE bridge). Judy is currently going door-to-door to eligible households to let them know about this 

program with the hopes of securing several in a row for larger projects.  

Ryan confirmed one of our yard signs was stolen last month from the traffic circle, not 100 feet from the 

preschool. Fortunately, Molly from the Lake City Farmer’s market has donated several  blank signs to 

Ann Forest who was able to pass one on to Ryan. 

Brad summarized the North District Council meeting this month: the head of the Parks Department 

spoke and delivered the bad news that a new full service community center in Lake City would cost 

anywhere from $15-20 million, which is to say money Parks doesn’t have, preferring to maintain the 

ones they already have. New District 5 city councilwoman Deborah Juarez sent her representative 

Sabrina to the meeting who announced Juarez will be opening a community office in the neighborhood 

that she hopes to attend at least once a week. Sabrina will continue to attend NDC meetings. 

Ryan mentioned receiving an email from Dana Slote from the city council’s communications office saying 

they could offer the blog the chance to speak with Councilwoman Juarez if we had some burning 

questions or needs.  

Monica reported a small group of carolers went out just before Christmas as they have every year, this 

time down 17th Avenue NE and then up NE 104th Street. Eventually they’ll cover the entire 

neighborhood, although a bigger turnout would mean more groups. 

Kate brought up a topic that was talked about last year, namely splitting the annual neighborhood block 

party off from Neighborhood Night Out (NNO).  The NNO is designed for individual blocks to have small 



meetups for neighbors to get to know each other, but having a large neighborhood-wide event tends to 

draw attention away from that. But we like throwing the party and getting a good turnout.  So why not 

do both, just on different days? Ryan proposed that instead of a community council meeting on July 19th 

(which would have to be held elsewhere anyway because the preschool not being available during the 

summer) we could do a large street party that night, which conveniently is two weeks before the NNO 

on August 2nd. In addition, we could color code name badges so people could identify which parts of 

Victory Heights they are from, which might help facilitate a successful NNO two weeks later. This topic 

will be brought up again at a future meeting for further discussion and refinement. 

Molly wanted to inform us about the new Lake City Future First holding a “Community Conversation” on 

January 27th from 6-8 PM in the Lake City Community Center. The mayor will put in an appearance at 6, 

and there will be an opportunity for people give input on the Fred Meyer garden, learn more about the 

Lake City Arts and Culture group, and other volunteer experiences. More info at: 

director@lakecityfuturefirst.org . 

Judy wanted to talk about pedestrian safety, particularly trying to cross 15th Avenue NE at NE 107th 

Street. Because of the long block between 107th and Northgate Way, and cars coming down off the 

bridge, a lot of people treat 15th like a speedway. Legally, the only place to cross it is at 107th but it is 

unmarked and frankly a bit dangerous. What can be done? The suggestion was made to put in a call to 

SDOT to see if bringing it to their attention might yield something. It is an arterial after all, but it can’t be 

a free-for-all. We were reminded too of the Find It Fix It app the city has for reporting problems. 

Ryan will be out of town during the next meeting on February 16th, but Kate will take over as secretary. 

The Parks Department will be back next month to show off the design work for the park project and get 

feedback. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:07 PM. 

Submitted by Ryan Johnson, 

Secretary, Victory Heights Community Council 
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