
Victory Heights Community Council  

Meeting Minutes July 15, 2014 

Meeting called to order by President Ardith Lupton at 7:05 PM in the backyard of Heidi Smeller’s. Fifteen 

people attending. 

Due to Susan Causin’s terminal illness, we need to find a new emergency preparedness captain 

coordinator. Before she left her post, Susan gave all the material to Ardi. Someone also needs to get 

admin rights to the victory-lane-block-watch e-mail list that Susan ran as well. 

Heidi updated on the Neighborhood Night Out coming August 5th. We were denied a SPARKS grant by 

the city due to it being a repeat event and not having insurance. Apparently the qualifications for grants 

had changed but nobody had told the city’s public relations department that kept telling neighborhood 

groups “apply, apply, apply!” for a NNO grant again this year. So we’ll go it alone. Heidi cut the printing 

budget in half by doing the flyers in black-and-white, and we don’t need to buy as much ice cream as 

last year (at least four gallons went unused). And we’ll skip the free toys. When all is said and done, we’ll 

probably end up spending about $100, which will hopefully be offset by donations at the event, or else 

out of the council funds. Heidi is arranging to be able to take credit cards on the 5th, along with cash or 

checks that people want to donate. The Community Council will have its own table, which Heidi will 

man. She wants to emphasize block watch activities and signing interested folks up. Other tables will be 

set up for emergency preparedness and invasive plants. Heidi asked us to sign up to volunteer to bring 

tables, coolers, and help set up and clean up. Packets of flyers were distributed for us to hit every house 

on specific blocks by the 28th. The yard signs will go up after that.  

Janine Blaeloch and Gordon Padelford from Seattle Neighborhood Greenways did a PowerPoint 

presentation (projected on Heidi’s garage!) that explained how the independent organization is working 

to make the streets safe for everyone (pedestrians, bikes and cars). The first greenway they proposed 

will be finished this year in Lake City along 27th Avenue NE in Olympic Hills. A number of stop signs and 

humps will be installed to improve pedestrian and bike access. They also created a small pocket park on 

an unused SDOT right of way by cleaning out all the debris. New districts are forming in the city all the 

time. Technically we’re in the Lake City one now, but the newly formed North Central district in theory 

could encompass Victory Heights if we wanted to.  

Christa Dumpys, the North District Coordinator from the city, came by to say hello and check us out.  

Brad Cummings said nothing has happened with the CleanScapes award committees. He’s found 

evidence of another encampment under the 15th Avenue NE bridge, but wants to wait before informing 

the city. At the North District Council meeting this month, they got an update about the Lake City 

community center, and voted for this year’s grant proposals for the street fund (last year we got this for 

the as-yet-unbuilt traffic circle on 23rd Avenue NE, we had no proposals this year).  



A resident reported he unilaterally mowed the lawn of the abandoned house on NE Northgate Way to 

make it look less like a nuisance. Supposedly Bank of America, the current owner, is going to do 

something as well. 

There is no August meeting (except for the Neighborhood Night Out). The next meeting is September 

16th at 7 PM back at the pre-school building in the park. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM. 

Submitted by Ryan Johnson, secretary, Victory Heights Community Council 

 

 


