
Victory Heights Community Council Meeting Minutes 

September 17, 2013 

Meeting held at Monica Harris’ house (last minute change from the Preschool which was booked this 

month only). 21 people attended. 

Called to order at 7:07 by President Ardith Lupton. Introductions around the room were made. 

Guest speaker Alice Woldt, Executive Director of Washington Public Campaigns, spoke in favor of the 

Fair Elections Seattle ballot initiative to publicly finance elections in the city of Seattle via a property tax 

of about $6 per year per household. Candidates could opt-in to the plan and receive up to 6 to 1 

matching funds up to a certain amount if they have 600 small campaign donors that are city residents.  

Kate Waterous, head of the Neighborhood Night Out committee, gave a post-event wrap-up of the 

August 6th evening and solicited feedback, positive and negative to help improve the event next year, 

although she will be passing the baton to someone else to do the job. Everyone agreed the location next 

to the park was excellent, although no cars should be allowed to park on the street where people are 

meeting. There was plenty of food. We needed more nametags and paper plates (we exceeded the 

estimated number of attendees). Assuming the weather is nice again next year, we can probably expect 

even more people to come. We should encourage people to bring their own chairs and serving utensils. 

Aaron and Keith were thanked for dealing with all the trash. The packets that Kate organized with the 

flyers and a map for each distribution area were very efficient and thought out. The sandwich boards 

around the neighborhood certainly helped create awareness of the event. Adding live music was a 

popular suggestion. The budget (i.e. the amount we asked for the city as a grant) was $300, and all but 

91 cents of it were spent. We also received $31 in cash donations at the event. Profit achieved! There 

was applause for Kate for a job well done. 

Treasurer Brad Cummings summarized the recent meeting of the North District Council. Sound Transit 

talked about the Lynnwood light rail extension, which is now funded. They are still determining the 

route, although it will pretty much hug I-5 from Northgate all the way to Lynnwood. The King County 

Appraiser talked about property taxes. The ballot measuring for having city council members represent 

districts rather than being “at large” in Seattle was discussed. And Mayor McGinn sent out a press 

relieve proposing $500,000 for neighborhood matching fund grants (it’s an election year).  

Monica Harris, our liaison with the Co-Op Preschool, talked about meeting there.  Other than tonight, 

the 3rd Tuesday in every month through May is open and we can use the school for Community Council 

meetings. In summer months, we have to negotiate with the Northgate Community Center to use it, 

hopefully we’ll be more successful than this year. 

Bob Gordon volunteered to help build two Little Free Libraries for Victory Heights. He was going to work 

up a budget for the lumber and hardware, and Kate was going to assist Justin Almeida in getting a small 

SPARKS grant to pay for it. Presumably the amount of hours Bob would put into the project would match 

the volunteer hours the grant requires. Justin said the Ace Hardware where his wife works might donate 



some lumber. Various designs were shown around and everyone agreed on one that also includes 

signage. Bob has spent $35 on hardware so far, and estimates the total cost of each at $64 plus $25 for 

siding. Monica suggested the location across the street from her house (the corner of 17th Avenue NE 

and NE 106th Street) for one library. Ardith suggested the second could be near her place on 23rd Avenue 

NE. 

Secretary Ryan Johnson put a call for a missing sandwich board, last seen on the traffic circle at 17th 

Avenue NE and NE 107th Street. It really has no value to anyone else, with a big “VICTORY HEIGHTS” 

permanently emblazoned on top. Hopefully it will turn up soon. 

One attendee spoke about a break-in that occurred at her house on 17th Avenue NE just that morning. A 

neighbor (also present at the meeting) saw two young black men come up her driveway around 10 AM, 

knock on the door, and left after determining no one was home. About 15 minutes later, the alarm went 

off. A window was broken on the side of the house, and an iPod and laptop were stolen before the 

police could arrive. Suspects are still at large. Justin attended a public safety meeting recently and the 

police admitted that although overall crime is down, burglaries are up 50% in NE Seattle from last year. 

After suffering his own break-in earlier this year, he installed a $200 video surveillance system on his 

house. The basic message is, keep your eyes peeled and always call suspicious activity into the police.  

Brad spoke briefly about the recent mattress collection that erupted near his home on 15th Avenue NE 

before the city finally came and hauled them all away.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 PM. Next meeting (at the Pre-School) is October 15th. 

Submitted by Ryan Johnson, Secretary of Victory Heights Community Council. 

 

 


